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PUBLISHERS NOTE

SRI LAKSHMI SAHASRAM is a divine poem in praise of Godess
Alarmelmanga, the presiding diety of Tiruchanur it is composed
by.Athreya Venkatadhwari a Sanskrit poet of 16th Century.

Publication of rare books of cultural importance is one of the
objectives of Sri Ramanuja Seva Trust. Thisis a maiden venture in
publication of books. The Trustintends to bring out this publication
without making any profit and the amount collected through the

sales shall be utilised for carrying out several noble objectives of
the Trust.

The Trust places on record the services of vidwan Sri. P.
Ramanujan, a member of our advisory Committee for taking up the
Editing Work.

The Trust Thanks M/s. Aparna Printers for printing the book
neatly and well in time.






fas==T (contents)

URIITRTAT 92+ (Publisher’s Note)

MTSaIgaE: (Introduction)

e
R

%ﬁ

© ®NO O A WON

TS AT Eddh:

HTETYH Edd<h:

Yoo Tddh:
ATSTEY &daF:
=y Taa:
UGN Tddh:
UZR! Tqa:

. &I~ e+

JEH Tddh:

- I3 &ddh:

- YHh Eddh:

. &S HIAT Tdd<h:
. =Ry Tae=:

v

vill to xv

xvl to xvi

xviii to xxxvili

OEE OwEET 05

29
23
26
23
64
39
13
235
50
19
30
50
20
61
28
12

vi

1-29
30-52
53-78

79-101
102-165
166-204
205-217
218-452
453-502
503-521
522-551
552-601
602-621
622-682
683-710
711-722



17. 91°H N &qaG+F: 42 723-764 78

18. HIH I &aF: 40 765-804 82
19. 3N YEH TqaF: 30 805-834 87
20. AR GREET TT9F:30 835-864 91
21. FTINIAR TITF: 36 865-900 95
22. Reeass: 58 901-958 100
23. Thiof Tae: 30 959-988 106
24, f4de wa==: 12 989-1000 110
25. IRVUINIaEdas: 13 1001-1013 112

TR AU i to vii

vH



SRI LAKSHMI IN THE VEDANTIC PERSPECTIVE
IR SFIHGSFRFH| FEE B 58 T I99)|

Lifting mankind from the quagmire and quicksand of repeated
births is the lofty goal of vedic philosophy. The path for
emancipation is clearly shown by Upanishads. A comprehensive
knowledge of the Godhead (Brahman), means (upaya) and goal
(purushartha) is a prerequisite for an individual yearning for
emancipation before taking recourse to the appropriate means.
Ofthese, aclear concept of the Godhead is of utmost importance.
Lord Vishnu has been deciared as the Godhead by Vedas

(o Zarmrem ey o U

TRV 1 - 1) (SR ZeTHAT FeIv0]: U | Sl TR e Sfear 5-5-1-4
Shri Adi Sankara, Shri Bhagawad Ramanuja and Shri
Madhvacharya have echoed this view of the Vedas in their
commentaries on Brahma-sutras, Upanishads and Bhagawad
Gita. In this context, it is only appropriate to quote verbatim the

following passage from the commentary of Shri Appaiah
Dikshitar on Ananda-lahiri:
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SRI LAKSHMI IN THE VEDANTIC PERSPECTIVE
IFRITH AR AHGSFRFH| TN B8 578 TS0 399 |

Lifting mankind from the quagmire and quicksand of repeated
births is the lofty goal of vedic philosophy. The path for
emancipation is clearly shown by Upanishads. A comprehensive
knowledge of the Godhead {(Brahman}, means (upaya) and goal
(purushartha) is a prerequisite for an individual yearning for
emancipation before taking recourse to the appropriate means.
Ofthese, a clear concept of the Godhead is of utmost impcrtance.
Lord Vishnu has been deciared as the Godhead by Vedas
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Shri Adi Sankara, Shri Bhagawad Ramanuja and Shri
Madhvacharya have echoed this view of the Vedas in their
commentaries on Brahma-sutras, Upanishads and Bhagawad
Gita. In this context, it is only appropriate to quote verbatim the

following passage from the commentary of Shri Appaiah
Dikshitar on Ananda-lahiri:
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(7 FTaT wTATT a1 O AR e g adng et e
HETe ACUTHTETET Th SR ¥ AT W 31 9% & T aeid &
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T FIATH=ST JHHET TR

T A FleS N1 OIfe FeTeRw| |

T Fled AdeRRUTUTE feedT)|

AR SHTAHATRARTE HEephat: |

USRI FEUaTTH 1-39 & 40

as immanent, She is omnipresent by essential nature (swaroopa)
like Lord Vishnu

(TS et oy gvgueht wriue| R FSHH 2-20)

as the eternal companion of Lord Vishnu, She manifests Herself
Suo moto in several forms matching the manifestations of Lord
Vishnu as, for instance, Sri Sita for Sri rama, Sri Rukmini for Sri
Krishna and so on

TS WA EFHON FEOTHA|
Iy ARy e | 3o 39

Ty o W freoidgTEd ¥ -
HTEAH | ooy 1-9-144 & 145)

as emancipator, apart from pleading with the Lord on behalf of a
devotee seeking release from births, She confers along with Lord
Vishnu the highest benediction of moksha

(@ N SEAGS T TEH FEFA 3-12)

and, as Godhead, She is the Mother of the universe vis-a-vis Lorc
Vishnu, the father of the universe

= HIAT TSR FeaT &R et AT I SRTEETH SR
farsugarony 1-9-126
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USRS SeHa=H 1-39 & 40

as immanent, She is omnipresent by essential nature (swaroopa)
like Lord Vishnu

(ref gedt iRy gegueh wafoet| T Few 2-20)

as the eternal companion of Lord Vishnu, She manifests Herself
Suo moto in several forms matching the manifestations of Lord
Vishnu as, for instance, Sri Sita for Sri rama, Sri Rukmini for Sri
Krishna and so on
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as emancipator, apart from pleading with the Lord on behalf of a
devotee seeking release from births, She confers along with Lord
Vishnu the highest benediction of moksha
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and, as Godhead, She is the Mother of the universe vis-a-vis Lor¢
Vishnu, the father of the universe
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Sri Lakshmi-sahasram has remained unpublished for several
decades. In the South, it was published in Grantha script with the
commentary (in Samskrit) of Shri Vijayaraghava Patrachariar.
Ratna-prakasika, another commentary in Sanskrit by the late Shri
Krishna Brahmatantra Swatantra Swamy, the 31st pontiff and
head of Shri Parakala Math at Mysore, who was himself a gifted
poet and great scholar in Samskrit Vyakarana Alankara and
Vedanta as is evident from his sixty odd works, is yet to see light.
In the North, this poem was published long ago with two
commentaries, different from those mentioned above. None of
these publications is available now. Hence, Sri Ramanuja Seva
Trust at Bangalore has taken the lead in bringing out the bare text
of the poem.

Insofar as the very second verse of this poem is concerned, there
is a variation in the text on a comparison of the southern and
northern editions. In the southern edition with the commentary of
Shri Vijayaraghava Patrachariar, the text of this verse reads as

under:
FILTTISUNSHEST M ATAREG |
HARy TR Tad WaR AeRs= SR |
in the northern edition, this verse reads as under:

HTLITHEONCSTLST U CTA TN TR grer 7|
Y fwmfE Tad SEF Waee NasH||

The portions in these two texts, which are at variance with each
other, have been underlined. In this publication, the text as seen in
the southern edition has been adopted in view of the dual
significance it carries. Firstly, the poet had an inordinate love for the
use of pun and alliteration to the extent that, as held out by the
legend, he had once proclaimed that, even if his ‘swasa’ (breath)
would stop, his ‘prasa’ (alliteration) would not. Mark the alliteration
evenin these words. In this text, the presence of these two figures
of speech is very much evident. The two words #{Tarc and
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[rEaX  spring from one and the same root T by virture of rule
2.95in Unadi Sutra (a work on Samskrit Grammar). Secondly, these
two derivations have philosophical significance in this verse. The
first in masculine gender refers to Lord Vishnu as one whc
measured the entire universe in His manifestation as Lord
Trivikrama. This feat of the Lord, which is eulogised in Vedas,
exhibits His quality of immanence. The second in the feminine
gender refers to Goddess Sri Lakshmi as the Mother and cause of
the universe. The importance in the use of these words with
reference to the Divine Couple has been explained in detail by
Shri.P.Ramanujan, a pandit by himself and son of a great pandit
(late) Shri Parankusachariar Swamy, in his elaborate introductionin
Samskrit to this publication. Shri R. Keshava Ayyangar, Senior
Supreme Court Advocate and an eminent scholarin Samskrit, Tamil
and English at Madras, has relied on the southern version for
explaining the term WTAT in ‘Matanubhangi’, one of the names of
Tiruvalluvar in his classic treatise in Tamil on Tirukural known as
‘Valluvarullam’. Prof. N.T.Srinivasa lyengar, an eminent scholar in
Samskrit at Bangalore, when consulted, had no hesitation in
upholding the authenticity of the southern version. It is for these
reasons that the text of this verse as seenin the publication with Shri
Patrachariar’'s commentary has been faithfully adopted in this
publication.

Shri Atreya Venkatadhwari, a descendent of the great Shri Kadambi
Achan, who was Personal assistant to Shri Bhagawad Ramanujar,
was born at Arasanipalai (near Kanchipuram) in 1590 AD and lived
up to 1660 AD. Besides, Sri Lakshmi-sahasram, he is said to have
composed a hundred odd works many of which have,
unfortunately, been lost. A list of his works now available is given
below:

KAVYAS MEEMAMSA WORKS
Viswa-guna-adarsa champoo Vidhitraya paritranam
Varadabhyudaya champoo Meemamsa makarandam
Srinivasavilasa champoo Nyaya padman
Uttara champoo NYAYA WORKS
Sravananandam Manisara

khandanam
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Pradyumnanandam Vyutpitsubodham

Raghava Yadaveeyam VYAKARANA WORKS

Kanchibanam Mahabhashya Spoorti
Yanglungta prakasika

STOTRAS VEDANTA WORKS

Acharya panchasat Nayadyumani deepika

Kamasikanrusimha stotram Srivibhutva samarthanam

Subhashita kaustubham Yatiprativandana khandanam

Mahabhashya-spoorti is said to be an elaborate work on
Patanjali’s Mahabhashya, which is yet to be published.
Raghava-Yadaveeyam is a short poem which, when read in the
normal order, portrays the deeds of Lord Sri Rama but, when read
in the reverse order, portrays the deeds of Lord Sri Krishna. This
kind of composition is said to be unique. LIFCO, the renowned
publisher of religious works at Madras, had published this work
long ago with a translation in Tamil. This is also out of print now.
Sravananandam is a poem of 1000 odd verses in praise of Lord
Vishnu as Deities at various shrines and is, otherwise, known as
Sri vishnu-sahasram. viswa-guna-adarsa-champoo is a very
popular work. The list of works given above shows that he was
a prolific writer in many faculties of Samskrit literature. The fact
that he lived at the time of the advent of Britishers is evident from
his referemce to them while describing the city of Madras in
Viswa-guna-adarsa-champoo.

In the wake of enquiries from many quarters regarding the
availability of Sri Lakshmi-sahasram in view of its efficacy in
restoring eyesight, Sri Ramanuja Seva Trust (Regd.) Bangalore
has come forward to present this melodious poem in print to the
yearning devotees. Bold and beautiful types have been used for
printing the text in Nagari script, keeping the needs of those with
poor vision in mind. The publication is so priced that there is not
even an iota of profit for the institution bringing out this
publication.
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It is also significant to note that 500 of the 2000 copies are
earmarked for either free distribution to those who deserve this
service or at a concessional price to those who cannct afford to
pay even this low price. However, this concession is subject to
the condition that those who want to avail themselves of this
service should be ailing from loss of eyesight -total, acute or
partial -and that too only if they are eager to use this poem for
regaining their eyesight through recitation. However, those who
cannot read the text themselves, the recitation couid be

entrusted to another person.

It is our profound conviction that this publication would be
heartily welcomed by devotees. Lack of funds forced us to
abandon our sincere wish to publish this work with a brief
commentary. May the Divine Couple bless us to realise this
ambition!

In the invocatory verse (quoted at the beginning) in Sri
Lakshmi-kalyanam (a defunct work) which as a play composed
by Swamy Parasara Bhatter is evident from works of Swamy
Vedanta Desikan, the acharya extols the Divine Couple as those
whose auspiciousness does not depend on others, who confer all
auspiciousness on others and who are together the cause of
universe. Before withdrawing the pen, let me pray for the welfare
of the devotees by quoting the benedictory verse from the same
play (Sri Lakshmi-kalyanam) of Swamy Bhattar (which has been
cited by Sridhara Dasa in his ‘Sadukti-karnamritam’):
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About the Book

‘Lakshmi-Sahasram’ is a classic Sanskrit
Kavya composed of 1013 verses in praise
of Goddess Mahalakshmi, in terse
Sanskrit, replete with excellent gramma-
tical, philosophical, literary  and
devotional expressions of great thoughts
contained in the upanishads, epics &
works of Poorvacharyas. The ‘Dvaya’
Mantra of Sri vaishnavas, consisting of
25 letters, has been expanded into 25
slokas by Sri Vedanta Desika in Sri Stuti.
The same has been further elaborated by
Mahakavi Arasanipalai, Venkatadhwari in
this classic, into 25 chapters called
‘Stabakas’ which amply testify that his
mastery in all branches of higher learning
viz. Tarka, Vyakarana, Mimasa,
Vishistadvaita Vedanta & Alankara is par
excellence.

It is said that the author regained his
eyesight by composing this work, which
was lost purportedly due to a critical
remark on Lord Narayana in one of his
other works (Vishwa-Guna-Adarsa). Thus,
the efficacy of this work in restoring eye-
sight, upan proper recitation, is believed
to be phenomenal.



